
 

FRIDAY 18/3/11 

Remember to focus on this year’s theme: Bystander Behaviour 

1) The following information has come from this week’s Executive Director’s Message (David 
Hutton) 

Bullying is a difficult problem that only gets worse when it is ignored. Research has demonstrated that 
bystanders play a significant role in bullying.  

• Bystanders are present most of the time (85%), where adults are rarely present  
• Most young people feel uncomfortable but very few know what to do to stop it happening  
• Bullying behaviour is reinforced where people watch but do nothing  
• When bystanders do intervene, the bullying is more likely to stop quickly most of the time.  

The solutions involve not only students but also school staff and parents. Members of the whole 
school community may be involved in bullying, being bullied or by knowing that the bullying is 
happening. We can each be part of the problem - or part of the solution.  
 
It's up to everyone to create a safe school environment and we can all help. Motivating bystanders to 
act is now being promoted as a major positive response, not just for schools, but in communities and 
workplaces. http://www.bullyingnoway.com.au/talkout/spotlight/bystandermain.shtml 

2) Bystanders may act in many different ways. A bystander might: 

• Watch what is going on and not get involved 
• Pretend not to see and ignore the situation 
• Choose to get involved in the bullying 
• Choose to get involved and stop the bullying  
• Choose to get help http://www.friendlyschools.com.au/students/bystander.php 

3) Are you a bystander to bullying? 
http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&id=2514&np=286 
 

4) Bystanders: Turning Onlookers into Bully-Prevention Agents 
http://hms.seekonk.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_232884/File/HMS/FOR%20PARENTS/Bullying/bystan
der-prevention.pdf 

5) The following website has plenty of information about bullying (remember to focus on the 
Bystanders) 

http://www.friendlyschools.com.au/students/understand.php 
 

6) There are school resources and programs at the Library with anti-bullying messages. 
 

7) The School Board will be reviewing and renewing our Relationships and Anti-bullying Policies. 
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