
 

From the Principal 
Hi everyone, a warm welcome to the Week 3 newsletter :-) 
  
So much as already happened in the first few weeks of term with excursions,  
liturgies and activities all taking place. My thanks to all the staff and 
parents/carers who have allowed these wonderful opportunities for our kids – 
whether that be an ANZAC Day march, a Nano Nagle liturgy, an excursion to 
Lone Pine Sanctuary (well done Preppies!) or even the offering of before school 
cross country training with a fresh fruit brekky - it is the richness of these diverse 
opportunities that truly allow our community to flourish – my thanks to you all.  
  
It was my pleasure to attend last night’s P & F meeting where a number of issues 
were talked through, including the school masterplan, fundraising opportunities, 
school events and the possibilities around increasing the numbers of Oshcare 
spaces. My thanks to those parents who were able to attend, it is always a 
pleasure to see such healthy numbers attending these events. It was also a 
pleasure to share with the group a number of photos which displayed our 
students enjoying activities with resources (such as dress ups, readers and 
outside play equipment) purchased through P & F raised funds. Hopefully they’re 
attached to the newsletter somewhere for you to have a look at as well :-) 
  
Fr Eric and I were also able to update parents about where we are at with our 
building program. As shared in previous newsletters, we are about to begin a 
significant building program where the school and parish site will be transformed 
over the coming years. While we have completed relatively minor works over the 
past few years (which includes the refurbishment of up to ten classrooms, the 
demolition of the old toilet block and creation of new outside learning space and 
exit/entry at Camelia street and the construction of a new classroom), Term 3 will 
see the beginning of the construction of four additional early years classrooms, 
which will be build off the library and over the existing bottom oval. These will be 
ready for use at the start of the 2019 school year. I will keep you as informed as 
I can with regards to progress, but I can share that this project should go to tender 
in the coming weeks.  
  
A reminder that there are parking restrictions around the school around the peak 
hours of drop off and pick up. Please follow all road signs at these peak times to 
avoid disrupting traffic. We’ve had issues this week with parents/carers parking 
their car in the Beauvardia St drop off zone and walking their kids into school.  

Mother’s Day Stall 

Tuesday 8 May 
 

Speech Language Impairment 

Parent Information Session 

Tuesday 8 May 6pm 
 

Mother’s Day Liturgy 

Friday 11 May 7.45am 
 

NAPLAN 

15, 16 and 17 May 
 

Year 1 Sea World Excursion 

Thursday 17 May 
 

QLD Cup Netball 

Monday 21 May 
 

Zones Cross Country 

Thursday 24 May 
 

Year 4 Street Science 

Friday 1 June 
 

St Oliver Plunkett Feast Day 

Mass 

Friday 29 June 9am 
 

2018 Term dates 

Term 2: 17 April – 29 June 

Term 3: 16 July – 21 September 

Term 4: 8 October – 7 December 
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Term 2 school fees have been sent 

to all families and are due on 15 

May. Included in the fees are: 

Yr 5: March school camp fees 

Yr 6: Sydney Canberra trip 1st 

instalment 
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Can I remind everyone that these are for drop off only, you are not permitted to exit your vehicle and walk 

the kids in. Council are doing a blitz on schools at present, so please be considerate and follow all the road 

rules around the school area.  

  
Another short week next week with the Labour Day public holiday occurring on Monday 7th May. Don’t forget 
our Mother’s Day stall on Tuesday, Cross Country Carnival on Thursday and Mother’s Day liturgy on Friday. 
This is in addition to all the 2019 Preppy interviews happening at the moment as well. Always plenty 
happening at St Ollies :-) 
  
Thanks for everything you do to make our community great and all the best for the fortnight to come : -) 
  
Cheers, Paul  
 

Paul Blinkhoff 

From the APA 
It has been another fantastic two weeks at Ollie’s with so many things happening, and many busy children.  

 

NAPLAN 

Over the past two weeks, our Year 3 and Year 5 children have been preparing for their NAPLAN testing 

which is occurring in Week 5 this term. It has been fantastic to see how teachers are focusing on the students’ 

wellbeing and overall feelings of comfort during the tests. Year 3 and Year 5 parents, you will be receiving 

an email this afternoon providing further information around the testing for your children. 

 

 Tuesday 15th May Wednesday 16th May Thursday 17th May 

9:00am – 10: 00am Language Conventions  
(40 minutes) 
 

Reading 
(Yr 3: 45 minutes) 
(Yr 5: 50 minutes) 
 

Numeracy 
(Yr 3: 45 minutes) 
(Yr 5: 50 minutes) 
 

11:45am – 12:45pm Writing 
(40 minutes) 
 
 

  

 

P & F …Thank you from the children! 

This term has been like Christmas Day for the teachers and 

students at Ollie’s. Our fantastic P & F have funded the 

purchase of resources for the children to be using to support 

both learning and play. Our Prep – Year 6 students have had a 

fantastic start to term two utilising new reading resources for all 

reading levels, and interests. The P & F have provided financial 

support for the school to purchase Home Readers and 

Classroom Readers, as well as Literacy resources that 

supplement all language learning activities in the classroom.  
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Our littlest Prep students have been in heaven playing with the new outdoor play equipment that the P & F 

also financially supported. Our children have been enjoying dress –ups, construction equipment, gross motor 

resources and role-play resources.  

 

P & F, we are so incredibly grateful for your contributions….thank you! 

 

Book Covering Help Needed 

To help get the hundreds of new texts into full circulation throughout the school, we are holding a Book 

Covering Morning in the Parish Centre on Wednesday 9th May (next week) from 8.45am – 11am. If you are 

able to help, even for a short period of time, we would appreciate any support you can give. Toddlers 

welcome! We will even provide coffee and morning tea for you all. If you could let the office know if you are 

able to help, please RSVP via email pcannonhill@bne.catholic.edu.au.  

 

Speech and Language Parent Information Evening 

A final reminder that the school will be running a Speech and Language Information Evening on Tuesday 8th 

May (next week) at 6pm – 7pm. We have had a great number of parents interested, and we can promise you, 

it will be an incredibly informative evening.  

 

We will be running the session in the school library, and Janette Lewis, our School Based Speech Pathologist 

will be sharing information around communication and language – development, and student learning.  

 

If you haven’t as yet, please RSVP to the school office pcannonhill@bne.catholic.edu.au if you are joining us 

for the session. 

 

Kate MacArthur 

From the APRE 
Thank you 

It is important we take this opportunity to thank everyone for their involvement in some of our whole-school 

events that have taken place over the last couple of weeks.  

 

Anzac Day: Thank you to our wonderful Year Six students (and their teachers!) who represented St Ollie’s 

with the utmost pride and respect at the Schools Commemoration Service at ANZAC Square on Monday the 

23rd April- our entire community is proud of you! 

 

Thank you also, to Mrs. Neal-Young and 4A for their outstanding leadership of our ANZAC liturgy here at 

school on Tuesday the 24th. It was a wonderful opportunity for our community to gather together in reflection 

and gratitude. We were also very blessed to have the lovely Mrs. Fiona Clowes share her family’s ANZAC 

experiences with us- thank you, Mrs. Clowes! 

 

Finally, thank you to the wonderful children, families and staff who gathered together on Wednesday morning 

(25th April) for the ANZAC March and service at Bulimba. It was a wonderful experience to be a part of, and 

made me feel very fortunate to be a part of the Ollie’s Community.  

 

mailto:pcannonhill@bne.catholic.edu.au
mailto:pcannonhill@bne.catholic.edu.au
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Feast of Nano Nagle: Thank you to the wonderful 1C and Miss Peddie 

for leading us in prayer on Thursday afternoon. You did such a 

wonderful job   

 

Whole School Assemblies  

Every Wednesday afternoon we look forward to gathering together for 

prayer. At these assemblies we also look forward to celebrating the 

achievements of children across all year levels and acknowledging the 

special birthdays for each week. Parents/Carers, grandparents and 

friends are always very welcome at our assemblies. Please see the 

below timetable highlighting the upcoming assemblies for Term Two. 

 

Week Date & Time Class 

3 Wednesday 2nd May @ 2:10pm Prayer Assembly – 4C 

4 Wednesday 9th May @ 2:10pm Admin Assembly 

5 Wednesday 16th May @ 2:10pm Prayer Assembly – 2A 

6 Wednesday 23rd May @ 2:10pm Admin Assembly 

7 Wednesday 30th May @ 2:10pm Prayer Assembly – 5A 

8 Wednesday 6th June @ 2:10pm Admin Assembly 

9 Wednesday 13th June @ 2:10pm Prayer Assembly – 5B 

10 Wednesday 20th June @ 2:10pm Admin Assembly 

11 Wednesday 27th June @ 2:00pm Skills and Talents 
 

Whole School Masses / Liturgies 

Please see the below timetable outlining Liturgies / Masses this term. Where necessary, more information 
will follow in upcoming newsletters. We would love you to join with our children and the wider parish 
community on these occasions. Please note the updated information for Mothers’ Day.  
 

Week Event Celebration Details 

4 Mothers’ Day Liturgy Friday 11th May @ 7:45am 
Celebration to be held in the Church 
followed by a light treat/tea and coffee for 
Mothers on the Netball Courts. 

7 School Sponsored Mass Sunday 3rd June @ 9:30am 
Students will lead the 9:30am Parish Mass in 
the Church.  

11 St Oliver Plunkett Feast Day Mass Friday 29th June @ 9:00am in the Church. 

 
Class / Parish Mass every Friday 
Every Friday we look forward to classes joining with the Parish for Mass in St Oliver Plunkett Church at 9am. 
Please see below the dates that classes will be joining with the Parish for Mass this term. We would love you 
to join with our children and the wider parish community on these occasions  
 

Week Date Classes 

3 Friday 4th May 6A / 4B 

4 Friday 11th May 6B / 5B 

5 Friday 18th May 4C / 3A 

6 Friday 25th May 4A / 3B 

7 Friday 1st June 4B / 3C 

8 Friday 8th June 3A / 5A 

9 Friday 15th June 3B / 6A 

10 Friday 22nd June 3C / 6B 

11 Friday 29th June WHOLE SCHOOL MASS- 
Feast of St. Oliver Plunkett 
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Mother’s Day Celebrations 
The Ollie’s Community will celebrate the amazing Mums, Grandmas, Aunts and all mother-figures in our lives 

on Friday the 11th of May.  

 

 
 

We are asking for RSVPs to this morning, so that we have a fair idea for catering purposes and also so that 

I am able to organize children for different roles during the liturgy. So, as well as the RSVP, if your child is 

willing to take on a special role (readings, prayers, carrying of symbols etc.) during the Mother’s Day liturgy, 

please email me directly ctadams@bne.catholic.edu.au. 

 

Likewise, Melissa White is also collecting photos for a special presentation on the morning. Please email 

photos directly to Melissa at mnolan@bne.catholic.edu.au . 

 

We look forward to seeing you all there!  

 

Cannon Hill Parish- Sausage Sizzle 

The Cannon Hill Parish will be running the Sausage Sizzle at the Cannon Hill Bunnings on Creek Road 

this Saturday the 5th of May. It would be great to see lots of Ollie’s families head down to Bunnings to 

support our wonderful Parish.  

 

Have an amazing fortnight- enjoy the long weekend! 

God Bless, 

 

Chloe   

OWL Awards 
Congratulations to the following children who have received an OWL award at 

assembly this fortnight.  This award is presented to the most deserving student 

across each year level who has demonstrated ‘Outstanding Ways of Living’ 

based on our School Expectations: ‘Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be 

Safe’.  This fortnight we have been focusing on the School Expectation 'BE 

RESPECTFUL'.  As part of this special award the following children were 

presented with a gold badge.   

 

Congratulations Emma, Aiden, Jacob, Olive, Kingsley, Lily and Zavier! 

 

On behalf of the whole school community we congratulate your child on this 

wonderful achievement! 

  

mailto:ctadams@bne.catholic.edu.au
mailto:mnolan@bne.catholic.edu.au
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Have a great week, God Bless! 

Chloe   

From the PLL 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

At the beginning of the year, we developed aspirational SMART goals around reading in Prep to Year 2 and 

around writing in Years 3 to 6- an emerging area of focus. It was with great pleasure that we shared with staff 

our current overall percentages of students meeting or exceeding Brisbane Catholic Education targets in 

these areas. When compared to the end of Term 1, 2017, we have made noticeable improvement across all 

year levels. This is a clear indicator of the commitment of our staff in providing high-quality teaching and 

learning experiences.  

 

As part of a strategy to achieve our SMART goals, we are beginning to implement short, targeted cycles of 

contextual learning and teaching. Essentially, we analyse the most current data of our students, target 

relevant aspects of the English curriculum to address identified student needs and plan engaging teaching 

and learning experiences in context. Therefore, through the use of rich literature, we are able to support and 

develop students’ knowledge, understanding and skills to comprehend and compose for a range of purposes. 

It has been wonderful to see the level of student engagement with such texts and I hope you are hearing 

about them at home. I believe “The Wonky Donkey” by Craig Smith was a real hit in Year 1!  

 

Which book will you read tonight? 

 

Angie 

 

 

Sacramental Program 
Information has been sent to all families in Year 3 and Year 4 regarding Confirmation and First Holy 

Communion.  

 

Please be advised that all dates for Sacraments can be found on the Parish website 

http://www.cannonhillparish.org.au/  under ‘Quicklinks’ on the homepage. 

 

Please see Mary in the Parish office if you have any questions regarding either of these programs.  

Arts News  
The Arts Department is collecting paper towel cardboard tubes for a Prep artwork this term. Could you please 
ensure they are just of the kitchen variety – no toilet rolls please! Students can drop off tubes to me in the 
Library or I have popped a collection box in the Office.  
 
Many thanks in advance!   
Mrs Borg  

Sports News 
2018 Inter- house Cross Country 
Thursday 10th May at Cannon Hill District Netball Association. 
 
Please note that the carpark will be closed. Parking will be available in the surrounding streets. 
 
There will be a coffee van on site for your morning caffeine fix! 
 

http://www.cannonhillparish.org.au/
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If you are able to assist as a checkpoint along the course can you please let Naomi in the office know.  
 
Please join us for a wonderful morning of running! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P & F News 
May P&F meeting - Thanks to all those who attended our P&F meeting on Tuesday night. Fr Eric also 

attended and talked us through some latest Parish news. In brief, the P&F will run a sausage sizzle at the 

upcoming school-sponsored mass; we will have another disco on June 15; we viewed the new books and 

play equipment purchased with P&F funds (watch the P&F noticeboard in coming days!); Paul relayed the 

latest news regarding the upcoming construction of new classrooms and we discussed the current OSHC 

situation re: space limitations. Our next meeting is June 5, 

7pm.   

 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL:  The stall will be held on 

Tuesday, with all gifts $5 each. Stall coordinator Chrissy 

Bonfiglio said there’s plenty of gifts, and no limits on how 

many the children can buy for mum or grandmothers. A 

note was emailed home earlier this week with full details. 

CAN YOU HELP? Helpers are needed on Tuesday to set 

up the stall and assist with sales. If you can help, even for 

an hour, please email bonfiglio_c@bigpond.com The P&F 

wishes to thank Chrissy for all the work she has put into 

making the stall a fantastic one once again. Good work 

Chrissy! 

 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 

PREP - YEAR 6 Year of 
birth 

Wrist Band Event Time Distance 

Year 1 girls - run in classes (4 
races) 

N/A N/A 9.00am 400m 

Year 1 boys - run in classes (4 
races) 

N/A N/A 9.10am 400m 

Preps girls - run in classes (4 races) N/A N/A 9.20am 400m 

Preps boys - run in classes (4 
races) 

N/A N/A 9.30am 400m 

12yr old girls and boys  2006 Purple 9.45am 2km 

11yr old girls and boys 2007 Green 10.05am 2km 

10yr old girls and boys 2008 Blue 10.25am 2 km 

9yr old girls and boys 2009 Yellow 10.55am 1km 

8yr old girls and boys 2010 Pink 11.15am 1km 

7yr old girls and boys 2011 Red 11.30am 1km 

http://bigpond.com/
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MOTHER'S DAY FASHION PARADE: Following on from the success of last year's Mother's Day Fashion 

Parade and Wine Afternoon, this year's event will be held on Saturday 12 May, 2-6pm. Tickets can be 

purchased on the day for $15, which includes a glass of bubbles or wine and nibbles. For all details on which 

businesses will be featured, see the Facebook "event" 

page https://www.facebook.com/events/363384324129346/ (or look up Mother’s Day Ladies Fashion and 

Wine Parade Arvo). There will be raffles on the day, plus much more. Entry to the parade is via Camelia St. 

The P&F Committee would like to thank Sandy Sergeant, who is coordinating the event on behalf of the P&F. 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK: Anyone who would like to purchase a 2018-2019 digital membership of the 

Entertainment Book (St Ollie's P&F receives a percentage of each sale) can order 

through https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/221537 Note: Hardcopy books ordered online 

will not be available through the school office - postage will need to be paid for delivery. We currently have a 

limited number of Entertainment Books available in the school office, please pay cash if you wish to purchase 

one. The cost of this year's Entertainment Book is $70. 

  

BUSINESS DIRECTORY: This is now available on the Parent Portal. If you own/manage a local business 

and would like to be part of our St Ollie's Business Directory, please contact Melanie Clout 

at melanie_clout@travel-associates.com.au. The directory offers a great opportunity for the school 

community to support each other. 

  

SAVE THE DATE 

Saturday 12 May - Mother's Day Fashion Parade  

Tuesday 8 May - Mother's Day stall 

Friday 15 June – School discoSaturday 4 August - Gala Evening (the P&F's major fundraiser of the year)   

The next Ordinary meeting of the P&F is Tuesday 5 June at 7pm in the staff room. All welcome.  

The P&F can be contacted at stolliespandf@gmail.com for any enquiries during the school year. 

GALA FUNDRAISER - Let's Light up the Night 
Save the date because Saturday, August 4 is the Light up the Night gala fundraiser.  
  
This gala evening, for parents and friends of the school, is held every two years and is the major fundraising 
event of 2018, hosted by the school’s Parents and Friend's Committee. 
 
Our Light up the Night gala will be held on 4 August at The Rooftop 
on Grey, Flight Centre HQ, Southbank, 7-11pm. With stunning 
views of the city, your ticket includes beautiful food, drinks, raffles 
and auctions, a DJ and dancefloor plus casino tables (with "funny 
money" provided to play).  
 
Tickets to this special night are available now with Early Bird tickets 
just $99 (ticket price increases after June 13). Get your friends 
together and book through your Flexischools' account.  Note: There 
are no set tables for the gala, although seating will be available.  
 
Donations sought - We would love to hear from any families or local 
businesses who would be interested in donating products or 
services for our silent auctions and raffles. Contact us for details on 
how you can get involved. All participating families/businesses will 
receive due recognition and promotion. 
Email stolliespandf@gmail.com 
  
Our planning committee is busy preparing an amazing night for you 
all. So get onto Flexischools for your Early Bird tickets and join in a 
wonderful St Ollie's event as we Light Up The Night to build and 
create opportunities for our students.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/363384324129346/
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/221537
mailto:melanie_clout@travel-associates.com.au
mailto:stolliespandf@gmail.com
mailto:stolliespandf@gmail.com
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LEAP News 
2018 International Competitions and Assessments (ICAS)  
The University of NSW International Competitions and Assessments (ICAS) will be held on the dates below. 
The assessments will take place in the library and all materials will be supplied. 
 
 

 

Good luck and best wishes to all the students sitting the Digital Technologies paper 

next Tuesday.  

Library News 
Read More in May Challenge - National Family Reading Month 

We know that shared reading time is critical to a child’s learning and literacy 

development. Research shows that family reading time is one of the BEST ways 

to grow a child’s interest in the wonderful world of books. Kids who read, 

succeed! 

 

Every year during National Family Reading Month, Scholastic holds an exciting 

reading challenge as part of the celebration. 

 

For more information follow the link below;  

 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/nfrm  

 

Koala Challenge Reading Logs are available from the library. 

 

Get your children reading more in May!  

 

Di Wilson 

ICAS Testing Date 

Digital Technologies Tuesday, 8 May 2018 (Term 2, Week 4) 

Science Tuesday, 29 May 2018 (Term 2, Week 7) 

Spelling  Wednesday, 13 June 2018 (Term 2, Week 9)  

Writing  Thursday, 14 June 2018 (Term 2, Week 9) 

English Tuesday, 31 July 2018 (Term 3, Week 3) 

Mathematics Tuesday, 7 August 2018 (Term 3, Week 5) 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/nfrm
https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/
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Community News 
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