
 

From the Principal 
Hi everyone, a very warm welcome to the Week 9 newsletter, our last for the 

term.  

 

I write this from the Sunshine Coast where I have joined Mrs Bates, Mr Kirby and 

the cohort of Year 5’s on camp. We have just arrived and are looking forward to 

many adventures and activities including high ropes, milk crate challenge, 

archery, beach games, rock climbing and surf activities. How exciting!!! We just 

need the sun to come out...  

 

Next Thursday we will say farewell to Ingrid Englert, our Tuckshop Convenor of 

the past 8 years. We thank Ingrid for everything she has given to our community 

over this time - those triple choc chip muffins were impossible to say no too! It 

gives me great pleasure to share that Nikki Marks (parent of Hudson in Year 1) 

will be taking over the role from the beginning of Term 2. We warmly welcome 

Nikki to the St Ollie's staff.  

 

Next Thursday, we also say ‘see you soon’ to Sally Hyde as she departs for 

maternity leave. We also congratulate Sally for a successful review held last 

week. The recommendation from the panel is that Sally’s contract is renewed for 

a further 5 years which we are all extremely happy about!!!   

 

A huge congrats to the St Ollie’s zone swimming team who did us all proud at 

last week's carnival by finishing 1st in the percentage trophy (which is calculated 

by enrolment numbers) and 2nd overall in the Division 1 schools. Well done kids! 

Special mention to super coaches Lisa Dighton and Bianca Small for organising, 

preparing and taking care of our swimming stars!  

 

And finally, as we head out for our first round of activities on camp, can I wish all 

in our community all the best for the rest of the term (I can’t wait to see the Easter 

performances!!) and a safe, happy and holy Easter break.   

 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back for the start of Term 2 on Tuesday 

April 17th :-)  

Cheers, Paul  
 

 

 

  

Year 4 and Year 6 Gala Day 

Thursday 22 March 
 

P&F School Disco 

Friday 23 March 
 

Year 5 and 6 Passion Play 

Monday 26 March 
 

Year 6 ANZAC 

Commemoration Ceremony 

Monday 23 April 
  

ANZAC Day March 

Wednesday 25 April 
 

Prep Lone Pine Excursion 

Tuesday 1 May 
 

Speech Language Impairment 

Parent Information Session 

Tuesday 8 May 6pm 
 

Mother’s Day Liturgy 

Friday 11 May 
 

NAPLAN 

15, 16 and 17 May 
 

Year 4 Street Science 

Friday 1 June 
 

2018 Term dates 

Term 1 last day: 29 March 

Term 2: 17 April – 29 June 

Term 3: 16 July – 21 September 

Term 4: 8 October – 7 December 

 

 

 

Term 1 Week 9 
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From the APRE 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

God’s love for us is unconditional and so is God’s forgiveness.  When we do something wrong, we need to 

say ‘sorry’ to bring about healing in our lives.  Jesus gave us the special sacrament, to assure us of God’s 

forgiveness and to remind us of our need to forgive one another.   

 

Congratulations to the following children at St Ollie’s who made their Sacrament of Penance last Tuesday 

13th March, in St Oliver Plunkett Church. 

 

Sinead N, Amelie D, Azaria S, Deahna G-S, Jasmine P, Jaylah N, Leila M, Mackenzie K, Madison G, Margot 

M, Matilda W, Nina M, Zara P, Lachlan G, Lily K, Matilda H,  Sophie S, Cara M, Christina D, Kaley H-E, Lola 

M, Joseph B, Emily G, Jessica F, Julia M, Assisa C, Declan C.  

 

                  
 

It was a privilege to join with these children and their families and share this special occasion with them.  As 

children conclude their Sacramental journey for Penance we pray for them.   

 

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR PROJECT COMPASSION WALL? 

Every week during Lent the children in Year 6 visit 

classrooms to collect money raised by the children 

in each classroom.  For every $5 raised, the 

children will receive a small cut out shape 

representing a book which they can add to the 

larger book on the brick wall.    

 

The theme for Project Compassion 2018 is “A Just 

Future”.  The Year 6 students agreed that to 

promote a ‘just future’ there needs to be education. 

 

Throughout Project Compassion 2018, inspiring 

stories from Nepal, Cambodia, Jordan, Australia, 

Mozambique and the Philippines will be shared, 

highlighting the importance of working hand in hand 

with communities around the world. 

 

Donations to Project Compassion allow Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency for International Aid and 

Development, to work towards this creation of a more just and fair world for whole communities. 

 

The aim is for children to see how ‘collectively’ as a school community we can work together to raise money 

and make a difference for those less fortunate then ourselves. 
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THIS WEEK WE MEET EVANGELINE  

Evangeline is strengthening Aboriginal culture, while making a living for herself and creating opportunities for 

her community. Featured in Project Compassion 2016, Evangeline was employed by the Caritas Australia 

supported Djilpin Arts Aboriginal Corporation and quickly rose to the role of Senior Artsworker. 

 

Her work at Djilpin Arts has supported the organisation’s growth from a multi-media 

project to a multi-level contemporary arts and culture centre. An example of excellence 

in Indigenous tourism, it’s now a key employer for young people in the remote Northern 

Territory community of Beswick (Wugularr). 

 

This year, in 2018, Evangeline is busy guiding tourists, coordinating cultural activities 
and helping community members to practice and market their arts, such as weaving 
and jewellery-making.  
 
“Now we have a new gallery up. And we have our new kitchens, we look after these 

and we now maintain this to make sure it’s running okay and in good condition. We’re also trying to open up 
another tour for tourists to go around the waterfall, we’re just planning that now.” 
 
Evangeline’s career has flourished and she has become an inspirational youth leader.  
 
Evangeline says that Caritas Australia’s support for Djilpin Arts, through Project Compassion, is vital for all 
Wugularr’s young people. Although their families do their best to pass on knowledge, Elders are dying and 
she is keen to spearhead the preservation of culture and lore for future generations. “It’s good for them to 
learn and to keep their culture strong,” Evangeline says.  
 

THIS WEEK WE ALSO MEET DITOSA 

Ditosa is a young girl from Mozambique who hopes to go to university and become a police officer. Featured 

in Project Compassion 2013, Ditosa faced a challenging future with food scarcity, little education and few job 

prospects. Cared for by her grandmother and aunt, after her parents died of AIDS-related illnesses, they also 

lost their home and livelihoods in severe flooding.  

 

Thanks to the support of Project Compassion, Caritas Australia and Caritas Regional 

Chokwe (CRC) helped Ditosa’s family to build a new house and assisted with transport 

fees, school materials and fees, to help Ditosa to stay at school.  

 

Ditosa attended the Matuba Children’s Centre (set up by Caritas in 2007) which 

provides vulnerable children, like Ditosa, with lunch, study help, and computer and 

income-generating skills training. 

 

In 2018, Ditosa has graduated from school and is ambitious for the future.  

“Without the support of the people from Australia and Caritas I would not have been 

given this opportunity to continue my schooling.” 

 

Ditosa dreams of going to university to continue studying and secure an even brighter future. 

 
As a whole school community, we have raised $1632.05 so far in donations already which is amazing!   

 

We thank you in advance for your support for this extraordinary, ongoing demonstration of faith, love and 

generosity. 

 

IONA PASSION PLAY 

On Monday 26th March students in Year 5 and 6 at St Ollie’s have been invited by the staff and students at 

Iona College to watch a special performance put on by the children at Iona focused on the ‘Passion Play’.  

The children in Year 5 and 6 are very much looking forward to attending this play.  
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CULTURAL PERFORMANCE  

At 10.00am on Tuesday 27th March children in Prep to Year 6 will be treated to a very special cultural 

performance by the students at St Paul’s School in Woodridge.  Students from St Paul’s School will be 

travelling to St Ollie’s to present this special performance.  This will be a wonderful opportunity for the children 

at St Ollie’s. 

 

Whole School Assemblies 

Every Wednesday afternoon we look forward to gathering together for prayer.  At these assemblies we also 

look forward to celebrating the achievements of children across all year levels and acknowledging the special 

birthdays for each week.  Parents/Carers, grandparents and friends are always very welcome at our 

assemblies.  Please see the below timetable highlighting the remaining assembly’s this term.  Please also 

be aware that the next two assembly start times are 2.00pm.   

 

WEEK DATE TIME CLASS 

9 Wednesday 21st March 2.00pm Skills and Talents 

10 Wednesday 28th March 2.00pm Holy Week Reflection 
 

Class / Parish Mass every Friday 

Every Friday we look forward to classes joining with the Parish for Mass in St Oliver Plunkett Church at 9am.  

Please see below the remaining date that classes will be joining with the Parish for Mass this term.   

We would love you to join with our children and the wider parish community on these occasions.  

 

WEEK 
 

DATE CLASSES 

9 Friday 23rd March 6B / 4A 

10 Friday 30th March NO CLASS MASS 
(Good Friday) 

 

HOLY WEEK REFLECTIONS  

As mentioned in the last school newsletter, in our final weeks of school for Term One we will have a small 

reflection each day in recognition of the special events of Holy week. These reflections will take place in the 

quadrangle.  Each year level will present a short reflection in recognition of the last days of Jesus throughout 

Holy week.  Please see the timetable below, which outlines the days, and times including the Year Level/s 

highlighting the event for each day.  It would be wonderful if you could join with us in walking with Jesus 

during Holy Week.  

 

Term 1 
 

    

WEEK Day Time Focus Year Level/s 

9 Friday 23/3 2.00pm Palm Sunday Prep & Year 1 

     

WEEK Day Time Focus Year Level/s 

10 Monday 26/3 2.00pm The Last Supper Year 3 

 Tuesday 27/3 2.00pm The Garden of 
Gethsemane 

Year 2 

 Wednesday 28/3 10.15am Jesus before Pilate Year 5 

  2.00pm The Crucifixion Year 4 

 Thursday 29/3 1.45pm The Resurrection Year 6 
 

As the celebration of new life draws closer, we are reminded of the possibilities for renewal and hope in many 

communities around the world.  Jesus’ suffering, like the experiences of so many communities in our world, 

is shocking and real.  However, it is followed by the Resurrection.  We emerge at Easter renewed and aware 

of our connection to others and the capacity to make a difference in the lives of others.  
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Thank you  

Perhaps you have noticed, because I certainly have, that there is rarely a newsletter published in which it 

hasn’t been necessary for me to offer thanks to at least one person for their contribution to the life of our 

school.  Often it is many more!  This is one of the factors that make St Oliver 

Plunkett School the wonderful school that it is!  I am sure that you will all agree 

with me when I say that such a large number of our community contribute their 

time, effort and resources so readily in so many different ways! The truth is that 

we just couldn’t offer or accomplish what we do without this committed attitude 

from families and, as we always teach our children, it is very important to say, 

“thank you”. 

 

Sadly, this will be my last newsletter insert at St Ollie’s before I head off on maternity leave at the end of this 

term.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for a wonderful Term 1!   

 

I look forward to the next exciting adventure and introducing you all to ‘Baby Hyde #2’ very soon!  

 

I wish you and your families a safe and happy, Easter break. 

 

Sally Hyde 

From the APA 
NAPLAN 

As we move towards the end of Term 1, focus on the annual NAPLAN testing period becomes evident in the 

media, and topical for families. All of our Year 3 and Year 5 students will be involved in NAPLAN in Week 5 

in Term 2. The dates and specifics for NAPLAN 2018 are as follows: 

 

Tuesday 15th May Wednesday 16th May Thursday 17th May 

Language Conventions  
(40 minutes) 
 

Reading 
(Yr 3: 45 minutes) 
(Yr 5: 50 minutes) 
 

Numeracy 
(Yr 3: 45 minutes) 
(Yr 5: 50 minutes) 
 Writing 

(40 minutes) 
 
 

 

NAPLAN, stands for National Assessment Program ~ Literacy and Numeracy, and is a standardised, 

compulsory testing period for all Australian students in Year 3, 5, 7 and 9. All students complete the tests on 

the same days each year, with NAPLAN being conducted on Tuesday 15th, Wednesday 16th and Thursday 

17th this year.  

 

Our Classroom Teachers will be preparing all of our students, to ensure they have an understanding of 

expectations of the tests, as well as having feelings of comfort and ease, as they move towards this testing 

period. 

 

At the start of Term 2, all Year 3 and Year 5 families will receive further information around the testing, 

specifically equipment required, time specifics of the tests, and preparation processes occurring at school.  

 

If any families have any concerns or questions around NAPLAN, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

classroom teacher. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifp4Og0-_MAhXEYqYKHSbaBiYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.lifeway.com/Article/pastor-appreciation-ideas-every-age-group&psig=AFQjCNHXBMoT_4-W7hHxzz6bEmUup7nr8A&ust=1464074067850921
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Student Support Team: Speech Language Impairment Parent Information Session 

Throughout Term 1, our school Student Support Team has worked with our wonderful teachers, supporting 

all of our students to be reaching their full potentials. The Student Support Team work were large numbers 

of students, in classrooms, with teachers and individually, to support learning needs, as well as emot ional 

and wellbeing needs.  

 

Throughout 2017, our school ran a variety of parent information sessions, to support our students in a variety 

of ways. In Term 2, these parent information sessions will begin once again. Our first session will be a parent 

session, run by Janette Lewis, our School Based Speech Pathologist, providing parents with information 

around Speech Language Impairments, and Communication Delays. Janette will provide professional 

and practical information around SLI; symptoms of the impairment, supporting students at home, therapy 

needs, and moving towards formal diagnoses and funded support within schools.  

 

Please ensure that you place in your calendar: Tuesday 8 May at 6pm. If you would like to attend, please 

RSVP to pcannonhill@bne.catholic.edu.au.  

 

Enjoy the final week of term, and have a happy and Holy Easter. We all look forward to welcoming our 

students back to school, happy, healthy and well-rested. 

 

Take care, 

 

Kate MacArthur 

From the PLL 
Dear families, 

Last Friday, 16th March, marked the National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence.  In the lead 

up for this event, we received a letter from the Prime Minister and the Minister for Education highlighting the 

day as a significant opportunity to stand together and reduce (or even eliminate!) the incidence of bullying, 

whether that be inside the school gate or online. We were urged to stand united as a community and that is 

exactly what we did! Our staff and students symbolised this unity through wearing a sea of white t-shirts and 

delivered a powerful message - to keep our school the safe and happy place that it is!  

 

During the day, students worked through a range of activities and lessons which highlighted social skills, 

defined bullying, provided simple strategies to deal with conflict and explained the secret power within all of 

us… to speak up even if our voice shakes. The ‘High 5’ strategy below was shared at assembly and then re-

iterated in class. We also adopted the song “Speak Up” by Isabella Clark as our anthem for the day!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pcannonhill@bne.catholic.edu.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zAvl5SNkUU
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Which book will you read tonight? 
 

Angie  

P & F News 
P&F DISCO:  We look forwarding to seeing students and parents at our first disco of the year - this Friday 

night, 6-9pm. Entry is $5 per primary school age child, which includes a softdrink, juice or water. Entry is via 

main school gate on Beauvardia St. Wood-fired pizza will be available, plus softdrink and chips. The bar will 

be open. We will also run an Easter Egg raffle, tickets $2 or 3 for $5. We hope to see you there!   

If anyone would like to assist us on the night, please email stolliespandf@gmail.com Thanks to those who 

have already volunteered - we appreciate your help and we'll email a roster out Thursday. 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK: Anyone who would like to purchase a 2018-2019 digital membership of the 

Entertainment Book (St Ollie's P&F receives a percentage of each sale) can order 

through https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/221537  

Note: Hardcopy books ordered online will not be available through the school office - postage will 

need to be paid for delivery. We currently have a limited number of Entertainment Books available in the 

school office, please pay cash if you wish to purchase one. The cost of this year's Entertainment Book is $70. 

 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY: This is now available on the Parent Portal. If you own/manage a local business 

and would like to be part of our St Ollie's Business Directory, please contact Melanie Clout at 

melanie_clout@travel-associates.com.au - our thanks to Mel for her work in putting the directory 

together. 

 

SAVE THE DATE  

Saturday 12 May - Mother's Day Fashion Parade  

Friday, 18 May - Movie night (on the big screen) 

May (date TBC) - Mother's Day stall 

Saturday, 4 August - Gala Evening (the P&F's major fundraiser of the year)  

 

The next Ordinary meeting of the P&F is Tuesday 1 May at 7pm in the staff room. All welcome. 

 

The P&F can be contacted at stolliespandf@gmail.com for any enquiries during the school year. 

 

WE'RE ON FACEBOOK:  "Like" us and stay in touch with our news and upcoming events 

- https://www.facebook.com/StOlliesPandF/   

mailto:stolliespandf@gmail.com
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/221537
mailto:melanie_clout@travel-associates.com.au
mailto:stolliespandf@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StOlliesPandF/
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Sports News 
Zone 2 Swimming Carnival 

Last Friday the St Ollie’s swim team headed to Chandler Aquatic Centre for the 2018 Zone 2 Swimming 

Carnival.  The day was a huge success with strong performances all round, supported by vivacious cheering 

from our fellow spirited team mates in the grandstand. Highlights from the day were the freestyle and 

individual medley relays where our swimmers unified to produce some outstanding performances, 

demonstrating their persistence, determination and fierce team spirit. The relays really highlighted the depth 

of swimmers that we have here at St Ollie’s. On this note I’d like to thank our brilliant swimming coach Bianca 

Small for all the wonderful work she has done to develop swimming here at St Ollies and for her assistance 

and support at the carnival. Thank you Miss Bianca! 

 

Due to the remarkable efforts of all our 

swimmers, St Ollie’s were thrilled to win 

the Division 1 Percentage Trophy, a 

huge feat for the smallest school in 

division 1 whilst finishing 2nd overall. 

Well done to all our swimmers, you 

should be extremely proud of your 

efforts.  

 

Miss Dighton 

HPE Teacher 

Tuckshop 
Monday 26 March will be the last tuckshop day for Term 1.  
 
The Tuckshop will reopen in Week 2 of Term 2 on Monday 23 April.  
 
MUFFIN OF THE WEEK  
Week 10 – Easter  

Coles Sports for Schools 
Coles Sports for Schools is back to help Aussie kids stay fit and healthy. When you 
shop at Coles, you'll receive Sports for Schools vouchers that St Ollie’s can 
exchange for sports gear. The more vouchers you collect, the more sports gear they'll 
receive. Start collecting today because the race is on! Please drop your vouchers off 
at the school office.  
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Community News 
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Inspire the imagination these holidays and enrol your children in Tiny Art’s fun 

and educational School Holiday Workshops for children aged 2-5 and 6-12 

years.  Taught by local artists and art teachers, children learn new skills, have 

fun in the process and produce unique artworks.  Lots of creative workshops to 

choose from such as: Drawing Faces, Ladybeetles, Clay Creatures, Fashion 

Designing and more.   

To view our current program and to book online visit: www.tinyart.com.au  

 

 

 

http://www.tinyart.com.au/
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Group Music education for students aged 2-12 years. 

ISM Norman Park provides a unique music education experience for 

your child in a fun filled group setting. The ISM program caters for 2-

12-year-old children and nurtures a love, appreciation and knowledge 

of music. There is a strong focus on aural and musicianship and from 

age 4, students learn piano as the practical instrument. As part of the 

program, children enjoy percussion, composition and singing 

activities. 

Enrol your child today in the largest group education network in 

Australia! 

W: www.ismnormanpark.com.au  

E: ismnormanpark@ismaustralia.com  

P: 0434 703302 

 

Term 2 Promotion 

Bring 1 Friend and both receive 25% off Term 2 tuition fees 

Bring 2 Friends, you receive 50% and they each receive 25% off Term 2 tuition fees 

Bring 3 Friends, you receive 75% and they each receive 25% off Term 2 tuition fees 

Bring 4 Friends and your Term 2 tuition fees are FREE 

 

 

http://www.ismnormanpark.com.au/
mailto:ismnormanpark@ismaustralia.com
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