
 

From the Principal 
Hi everyone, a warm welcome to the Week 7 newsletter.  

  

For the last few years at St Ollie’s, Week 7 of each term has been a special week 

with a focus on our collective ‘well-being’. This term, Well-Being Week started 

with our School Sponsored mass on Sunday (what an occasion and my 

congratulations to everyone on their attendance, participation and organisation) 

and followed by a staff social event at one of the local parks. A clear benefit of 

interacting socially and in prayer with our friends and family is to put us in a 

positive frame of mind and Sunday’s events certainly achieved that!  

  

During this week, staff and students have focussed on their well-being as well. 

Mindfulness activities, no staff meeting, no homework for the kids (with a big yay 

from parents!) and a shared staff lunch on Wednesday are all examples of 

activities centred around our well-being. The highlight of the week (for some!) will 

be our free dress day on Thursday which is focussed on wearing something that 

makes you happy. At the moment, the Queensland Reds are making me happy 

by winning one game in a row, so I think I might don some Reds gear!  

  

It gives me great pleasure to share some wonderfully positive news with you all 

today. At last night’s P & F meeting, with another great turnout of parents, around 

$70,000 of funding was approved by the P & F to purchase a range of resources 

to support our students. Items include additional ICT resources, additional 

reading resources, play equipment for the early years and resources for the 

Learning Enhancement Activities Program (LEAP). All money donated by the P 

& F will be used directly to support students with their learning and is a great 

example of the direct benefits to students of supporting the P & F’s fundraising 

initiatives. Please read carefully the P & F news found later in the newsletter – 

the next upcoming event is the P & F disco on Friday March 23rd.  

 

After recent round of staff recruiting, it also gives me great pleasure to share two 

new staffing appointments. On Monday, Louise Gale will join our staff in the role 

of Support Teacher: Inclusive Education. Louise is moving to Brisbane from 

Hervey Bay and has significant experience in the area of learning support. Our 

second appointment begins in Term 2, with Chloe Adams joining us in the role 

of Acting APRE for the remainder of the year. Chloe is currently on staff at St 

Martin’s, Carina and spent 2017 as the Acting APRE there. We look forward to 

welcoming both ladies to Team Ollies!      

  

School Photos – Day 1 

Friday 9 March 
 

School Photos – Day 2 

Wednesday 14 March 
 

Gala Day – Yr 4 and Yr 6 

Thursday 22 March 
 

Year 5 School Camp 

Wednesday 21 – Friday 23 

March 
 

Year 6 Passion Play 

Friday 23 March 
 

P&F School Disco 

Friday 23 March 
 

Cross Country 

Friday 11 May 
 

2018 Term dates 

Term 1: 23 January – 29 March 

Term 2: 17 April – 29 June 

Term 3: 16 July – 21 September 

Term 4: 8 October – 7 December 
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As the seasons change, and we continue our Lenten journey, can I encourage us all to continue to support 

each other, to be selfless in our interactions and to remind ourselves of our Lenten promise that we made on 

Ash Wednesday – for many it was to be kind to one another (for some it was to give up chocolate or to stop 

hitting/annoying our brother/sister/parents!). Whatever it was, I hope you’re staying true to your promise, for 

the rewards will be there when the good Lord rises on Easter Sunday!  

  

All the best for the fortnight to come :-) 

 
Cheers, Paul  

From the APRE 
SCHOOL SPONSORED PARISH / FAMILY MASS 

Last Sunday 4th March we celebrated our first school sponsored mass for the 2018 school year, in St Oliver 

Plunkett Church at 9.30am.  As the first school sponsored mass at St Ollie’s for this year, I was overwhelmed 

by the wonderful response by our families and children who were involved in this special celebration!    

 

Many parishioners approached me after the mass to convey their personal thanks to all the staff, children 

and their families who came in such good numbers and shared so very well in the mass.   The parishioners 

also commented on the excellent behaviour displayed by all children during this mass.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Marianna Moes for playing the piano and singing so beautifully 

throughout the mass.  Marianna very generously gave up her lunch times last week to help prepare the 

children to sing.  Thank you also to Helen Exley for her help in preparing the children to read at this mass.  It 

was rewarding to see such enthusiasm from all involved! 

 

          
 

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR PROJECT COMPASSION WALL? 

Every week during Lent the children in Year 6 will visit classrooms to collect money 

raised by the children in each classroom.  For every $5 raised, the children will 

receive a small cut out shape representing a book which they can add to the larger 

book on the brick wall.    

 

The theme for Project Compassion 2018 is “A Just Future”.  The Year 6 students 

agreed that to promote a ‘just future’ there needs to be education. 

 

Throughout Project Compassion 2018, inspiring stories from Nepal, Cambodia, 

Jordan, Australia, Mozambique and the Philippines will be shared, highlighting the 

importance of working hand in hand with communities around the world. 

 

Donations to Project Compassion allow Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency for International Aid and 

Development, to work towards this creation of a more just and fair world for whole communities.  



 

3 
 

 

 

The aim is for children to see how ‘collectively’ as a school community we can work together to raise money 

and make a difference for those less fortunate then ourselves. 

 

Each family has also received a Project Compassion box for your donations.  

 

THIS WEEK WE MEET RATTANAK  

Rattanak is a skilled young barber, living an independent life in rural Cambodia.  But 

it wasn’t always that way. As a child he contracted polio and also became deaf.  Like 

many people who are deaf or hard of hearing, Rattanak faced isolation at home, with 

a lack of opportunity to escape poverty. 

 

Rattanak’s sister discovered the Deaf Development Program (DDP), run by Caritas 

Australia partner, Maryknoll Cambodia.  It provides sign language, job training and 

interpreting services to people aged sixteen and over who are deaf or hard of hearing 

and aims to raise awareness about deafness in the hearing community. 

 

So far, it’s helped over 430 deaf or hard of hearing people with their education and 

more than 200 people to find jobs.  It has also trained more than 300 people without deafness as sign 

language interpreters.  Rattanak graduated from its education program in 2010, returning the following year 

to train as a barber. The DDP then helped him to set up his shop in his parent’s house in the village.  

 

Having emerged from his isolated world at home, Rattanak is now running a successful business, supporting 

himself and his wife...and now a baby. 

 

THIS WEEK WE ALSO MEET BAYAN 

Bayan is a 12-year-old Syrian girl, living with her family in Jordan, a keen student, who 
has her sights set on a career as an ophthalmologist.  She struggled to overcome the 
trauma of growing up in a conflict zone, facing the prospect of missing out on schooling.  
Now, Bayan is an academic high-achiever, flourishing in a stable school environment.  
 
Bayan grew up in Syria’s capital, Damascus. The Syrian conflict turned their lives 
upside down and they were forced to flee.  As their time in Jordan extended, Caritas 
Australia and our partners, Caritas Jordan and Catholic Relief Services stepped in to 
provide vital academic and psychosocial support.  Bayan started attending one of 
Jordan’s Caritas Schools which operates on Saturdays, providing tuition to 
disadvantaged students. 
 
“The school brings them back to a normal life, as they start to dream again,” says Abeer, Caritas Education 

and Protection Co-ordinator. 

 

Caritas provides a broad range of other education services, including preparing pre-school children for 
school, supporting students who have missed out on schooling to return to the education system, as well as 
counselling and nutritious meals and snacks at school. 

Please put your compassion into action this Lent by supporting the Project Compassion 2018 appeal. 

We thank you in advance for your support for this extraordinary, ongoing demonstration of faith, love and 

generosity. 

 

Whole School Assemblies 

Every Wednesday afternoon we look forward to gathering together for prayer.  At these assemblies we also 

look forward to celebrating the achievements of children across all year levels and acknowledging the special 

birthdays for each week.  Parents/Carers, grandparents and friends are always very welcome at our 
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assemblies.  Please see the below timetable of classes leading prayer at assembly this term.  Please also 

be aware that some assembly start times are 2.00pm.   

 

WEEK DATE TIME CLASS 

7 Wednesday 7th March 2.10pm 6B 

8 Wednesday 14th March 2.10pm Admin Assembly 

9 Wednesday 21st March 2.00pm Skills and Talents 

10 Wednesday 28th March 2.10pm Holy Week Reflection 
 

Class / Parish Mass every Friday 

Every Friday we look forward to classes joining with the Parish for Mass in St Oliver Plunkett Church at 9am.  

Please see below the dates that classes will be joining with the Parish for Mass this term.   

 

We would love you to join with our children and the wider parish community on these occasions.  

 

WEEK 
 

DATE CLASSES 

7 Friday 9th March 5A / 4C 

8 Friday 16th March 6A / 4B 

9 Friday 23rd March 6B / 4A 

10 Friday 30th March NO CLASS MASS 
(Good Friday) 

 

HOLY WEEK REFLECTIONS  

In our final weeks of school for Term One we will have a small reflection each day in recognition of the special 

events of Holy week. These reflections will take place in the quadrangle.  Each year level will present a short 

reflection in recognition of the last days of Jesus throughout Holy week.  Please see the timetable below, 

which outlines the days, and times including the Year Level/s highlighting the event for each day.  It would 

be wonderful if you could join with us in walking with Jesus during Holy Week.  

 

Term 1 
 

    

WEEK Day Time Focus Year Level/s 

9 Friday 23/3 2.00pm Palm Sunday Prep & Year 1 

     

WEEK Day Time Focus Year Level/s 

10 Monday 26/3 2.00pm The Last Supper Year 3 

 Tuesday 27/3 2.00pm The Garden of 
Gethsemane 

Year 2 

 Wednesday 28/3 10.15am Jesus before Pilate Year 5 

  2.00pm The Crucifixion Year 4 

 Thursday 29/3 1.45pm The Resurrection Year 6 
 

Every blessing for the week ahead. 

 

Sally Hyde 

From the APA 
Welcome to Wellbeing Week! It has been lovely today to see all of our students in their Happy Clothes! 

Wellbeing Week is such an important week at St Ollie’s, as it’s a time to take a step back from the busyness 

of our term, and take care of ourselves, our friends and our families. Our students have been participating in 

Wellbeing Week activities throughout the week, and today - our “Happy Day” is definitely the highlight of the 
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week. We hope that all families are taking the time this week to slow down, and take the time to rest up and 

re-energise as we move towards the end of Term One. 

 

SeeSaw  

We are so very excited to be hearing so many positive comments about Seesaw in Prep – Year Three. Our 

teachers are loving being able to share with families the beautiful work our students are participating in, and 

completing during the day. We also love hearing that children are able to share their learning with their 

families every day after school. The afterschool question of, “What did you do today?”, can never be answer 

with, “nothing”, ever again! 

 

Gymnastics 

From the start of Term Two, our Prep – Year Two students will be participating in weekly gymnastics lessons 

run by Multisports. These lessons are aimed to support our students’ strength, balance and gross motor 

skills, and aligns beautifully with the Australian Curriculum. Our teachers are very excited about these 

lessons, and we look forward to sharing our students participation and progress with our families, throughout 

Term 2. 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews – Term 1 

As a school, we would like to thank our wonderful teachers for the time and effort they put into preparing for 

and providing Parent Teacher Interviews. We also want to thank the many families that took the time to meet 

with their child’s teacher, to discuss their child’s progress, and how they have settled into the new school 

year. As teachers, we value the time we get to spend with our students’ parents, and the relationships we 

build with families, as we all work towards the common goal of supporting your children. 

 

In Term Two, our teachers will share with families a formal written report, focusing on student achievement, 

progress and participation effort. Parent Teacher Interviews will again be offered in Term 3, and provide 

parents with the opportunity to discuss their child’s report. If, at any time, parents feel the need to meet with 

their child’s teacher, this is always encouraged and welcomed.  

 

Wishing you all a lovely end to the school week. 

Kate MacArthur 

From the PLL 
Dear families, 

 

This year, our SMART goal for Excellent Teaching and Learning remains focussed on reading, with an 

emerging focus on writing in Years 3-6. Over the past two weeks, I have met with year level teachers to 

review the data of our students. Through this process, each year level has named an achievable, yet 

aspiration, goal for their students, and has collective responsibility, for not only the students in their class, 

but for the students in their cohort. It is through high-quality teaching and collaboration that our students will 

achieve success!  

 

 

Earlier in the term, I highlighted the importance of building a strong partnership between the home and the 

school. The ‘Home Reading Program’ provides the perfect opportunity to continue fostering this relationship 

and to work with us to support your child to reach their full potential.  We cannot stress the importance of 

reading aloud enough and strongly recommend that you read aloud to your child (even if they are in Year 6!) 

on a regular basis, in addition to the readers/books they are bringing home from school and reading 

independently. 
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BENEFITS OF READ-ALOUD 

 

 Fosters a love of reading 
o Children enjoy stories without the frustration of reading 

 Builds listening and comprehension skills 
 Makes complex ideas accessible 
 Models fluent reading 
 Expands vocabulary 
 Builds grammar 
 Teaches pronunciation of new words 

o Except when we don’t know how to pronounce them either! 
(‘Amorphophallus paeoniifolius’, anyone?) 

 Introduces authors, texts, and genres they might not choose 
themselves 

 Develops imagination and creativity 
 Promotes discussion and critical thinking 
 Starts meaningful conversations 
 Strengthens emotional bonds 

(an excerpt from http://readingisbetterthanchocolate.com/never-stop-reading-aloud/)  

Finally, I would love to share some photos of our students in Year 1D practising their reading stamina skills. 

Reading stamina is a child’s ability to read independently for a sustained period of time, without distraction 

to/from others. It just goes to show that even some of our youngest students understand how important it is 

to read, read and read if you want to become a better reader! 

Which book will you read tonight? 

 

http://readingisbetterthanchocolate.com/never-stop-reading-aloud/)
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Angie  

OWL Awards 
Congratulations to the following children who have received an OWL award 

at assembly this fortnight.  This award is presented to the most deserving 

student across each year level who has demonstrated ‘Outstanding Ways 

of Living’ based on our School Expectations: ‘Be Respectful, Be 

Responsible, Be Safe’.  This fortnight we have been focusing on the School 

Expectation 'BE RESPECTFUL'.  As part of this special award the following 

children were presented with a gold badge.   

 

Congratulations Kaden, Aydenn, Freja, Noah, Natalia, Katie, Aiden! 

 

On behalf of the whole school community we congratulate your child on this 

wonderful achievement! 

P & F News 
WE'RE ON FACEBOOK:  "Like" us and stay in touch with our news and upcoming events 

- https://www.facebook.com/StOlliesPandF/   

 

SCHOOL DISCO: Get set for our first disco of the year, Friday 23 March 6-9pm. School-age children $5 

entry, which includes a drink. Pizza, drinks, chips and bar facilities available. 

 

We need parents to assist with set-up and sales on the night. Our discos attract more than 400 people 

and volunteers are absolutely vital to help the night run smoothly.  If you can assist with set-up from 

5.30pm, or with door/drink/pizza sales for 30 mins from 6pm, please email stolliespandf@gmail.com 

by Tuesday 20 March.  All parents will be responsible for clearing their tables and assisting with general 

clean-up.  

 

P&F FUNDING: It was another great turn-out at our P&F meeting this week, with attendees agreeing to 

provide $70,000 funds to the school to purchase much-needed IT equipment (including interactive 

whiteboards and iPads), as well as library, classroom and indoor activity equipment. Discussions are well 

under way for the Gala Dinner, and we hope to announce the date and venue early next term. And after 12 

months of work, an updated and revised St Oliver Plunkett Parents and Friends Constitution was approved 

for implementation by attendees. 

 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY - If you own/manage/work in a local business and would like to be part of a St 

Ollie's Business Directory, we'd love to hear from you!  If you would like to participate contact Melanie Clout 

(melanie_clout@travel-associates.com.au). Launching soon! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Friday 23 March - School disco 

May - Mother's Day stall (date TBA) 

Saturday 12 May - Mother's Day Fashion Parade  

Friday 15 June - P&F family fundraising activitity TBA 

 

The next Ordinary meeting of the P&F is Tuesday 1 May at 7pm in the staff room. All welcome. 

 

The P&F can be contacted at stolliespandf@gmail.com for any enquiries during the school year. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/StOlliesPandF/
mailto:stolliespandf@gmail.com
mailto:melanie_clout@travel-associates.com.au
mailto:stolliespandf@gmail.com
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Sports News 
2017 Year 3-6 Inter-house Swimming Carnival 

 

CONGRATULATIONS MACKILLOP!!!! 

 
 

Last Friday the Year 3 to 6 Inter-house Swimming Carnival took place. It was a fabulous day of swimming 

with impressive participation, team spirit and sportsmanship demonstrated by all. Congratulations to 

MacKillop for taking out the Roy Holland Perpetual Trophy and to Nagle for clinching the hotly contested 

House Team Spirit Award – the cheering was electrifying! Finally congratulations to our Age Champions and 

Runner Ups.  

 

Results:  

Roy Holland Perpetual Trophy (1st) – Mackillop House 

2nd – Plunkett 

3rd – Quinn 

4th – Nagel 

 

House Team Spirit Award – Nagle 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Age Champions 

8 Years Boys 8 Years Girls 

Age Champion – Noah Schultz 
Runner Up – Jacob Johns 

 

Age Champion – Poppy Englert 
Runner Up – Kiki Walker 

9 Years Boys 9 Years Girls 

Age Champion – Liam Stieper 
Runner Up – Tyler Schafer 

 

Age Champion – Sanaya Cody 
Runner Up – Lilly Black 

10 Years Boys 10 Years Girls 

Age Champion – Hamish Dammers 
Runner Up – Kingsley Smith 

 

Age Champion – Blake Ryan 
Runner Up – Milly Small 

11 Years Boys 11 Years Girls 

Age Champion – Noah Gill 
Runner Up – Lachlan Grundy 

 

Age Champion – Madison Roberts 
Runner Up – Maraea Buchanan-Ruru 

 

12 Years Boys 12 Years Girls 

Age Champion – Jonty Roberts 
Runner Up – Peter Park 

 

Age Champion – Lola Moffat 
Runner Up – Mia Zannes 
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Zone 2 Swimming Carnival 

The Zone 2 Swimming Carnival will be held on Friday 16th March at Chandler Aquatic Centre. Students who 

have been selected in the swimming team will be notified shortly and permission forms will also be sent out 

to parents. We wish the St Ollies Swimming Team all the best and know that they will represent the school 

in true St Ollie’s spirit.  

 

Lytton District Swimming Trials and Met East 

Congratulations to Ruby Sergeant and Madison Roberts who attended the Lytton District Swimming Trials. 

Madison qualified in her events and went on to represent Lytton District at the Met East Swimming Trials 

which were held last week. We congratulate Madison on her exceptional performance in her breaststroke 

events.  

 

Term 1 Gala Day 

Term 1 Gala Day will take place on Thursday 22nd March and students in Year 4 and 6 will have the 

opportunity to participate in either Korfball or Soccer. Students have been busy learning the skills and rules 

of both sports during their Physical Education lessons in preparation for Gala Day. Please keep an eye out 

for the permission forms which will be sent out via EdSmart.  

LEAP News 
2018 International Competitions and Assessments (ICAS)  

The University of NSW holds competitions (ICAS) each year in a range of subjects for students in Years 2-

6. It is an independent, skills-based assessment program which recognises and rewards student 

achievement.  

 

Click on the link below if you would like further information on the competitions.  
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The assessments will be held on the dates below. More information about the testing times will be provided 

closer to the date. 

 

Testing dates: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An email from EdSmart was sent to all Year 2 to Year 6 families last week. If you would like your child to 

enter any of the ICAS competitions, please follow the link in the email and submit the form. Payment will need 

to be made at the school office by Friday 16 March 2018 to be eligible to participate. Please note this  

 

Feel free to contact me if you would like further information.  

 

Di Wilson  

Lost Property 
There are a lot of unnamed towels, swim caps, goggles and house shirts left over from the swimming carnival 

in the lost property box. If your child has lost something please have them look in the lost property box. All 

unclaimed unnamed items that are left in the box at the end of term will be sent to Vinnies.  

Tuckshop 
MUFFIN OF THE WEEK  
Week 7 – Choc chip 
Week 8 – Sticky Toffee 
Week 9 - Malteser 
 

ICAS Testing Date 

Digital Technologies Tuesday, 8 May 2018 (Term 2, Week 4) 

Science Tuesday, 29 May 2018 (Term 2, Week 7) 

Spelling  Wednesday, 13 June 2018 (Term 2, Week 9)  

Writing  Thursday, 14 June 2018 (Term 2, Week 9) 

English Tuesday, 31 July 2018 (Term 3, Week 3) 

Mathematics Tuesday, 7 August 2018 (Term 3, Week 5) 

https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/
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School Photos 
This Friday 9th March and next Wednesday 14th March are school photo 

days. Students are required to dress in formal uniform for their photo day:  

 

Girls: dress or blue check shirt/skorts and black school shoes. 

Boys: blue check shirt, shorts and black school shoes.  

 

Orders for photos are to be placed online via this link 

www.silverrose.com.au and using the code SOPS18.  

 

Should you require any further information, please contact the school 

office.  

Coles Sports for Schools 
Coles Sports for Schools is back to help Aussie kids stay fit and healthy. When 
you shop at Coles, you'll receive Sports for Schools vouchers that St Ollie’s can 
exchange for sports gear. The more vouchers you collect, the more sports gear 
they'll receive. Start collecting today because the race is on! Please drop your 
vouchers off at the school office.  
 

Community News 
SUNDAY LITURGY FOR CHILDREN 

The normal Children’s Liturgy held during Sunday 9.30am mass is currently on 

hold until Term 2.  

Part of the reason for this is the need for new members to join the Children’s Liturgy team so we are asking 

everybody to consider if you can contribute to this very important ministry.  

There isn’t a big time commitment involved and it is suitable for men and women of all ages. 

The only pre-requisite is being passionate about sharing the Word of God with children.  

You will team up with an experienced couple to start with until you feel confident enough to work with just a 

partner. 

 

Please spend the next week or so discerning if you could share your love of the Gospel with the next 

generation of church goers. 

 

For more information, please contact Ronda on 0413 270 393. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.silverrose.com.au/
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