
 

From the Principal 
Hi everyone, a warm welcome to the 2018 school year. A special welcome to all 
our new students and families who have started with us this year. It’s great to 
have you on board :-) 
  
I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome new staff to the St Ollie’s 
family. We have three new class teachers – Rebecca Boysen (3A), Nikki 
Edwards (3B) and Tom Kirby (5A) and a new PE Teacher in Lisa Dighton. We 
also have a number of new School Officers starting with us this year – Bronwyn 
Fuller, Susan Richardson, Tracy Allom, Melissa Townsend and Mia Rogers. 
Some are familiar faces, some are new, but we warmly welcome all to our little 
part of the world.  
  
At the end of last year we said farewell to Jane Weule, Peter Gibson and Gerard 
Hogan. Unfortunately, we lost two additional staff members over the holidays, 
with Monique McClafferty (Support Teacher: Inclusive Education) moving back 
to Melbourne with her family and Kylie Tippins (Year 3 teacher) being appointing 
to the Acting Primary Learning Leader position at Holy Spirit, New Farm. We 
thank and acknowledge all of our departing staff members for everything they’ve 
given to our community in the time they have been here and wish them all the 
very best for the future. 
  
We also warmly welcome back Sam Young and Mike Maguire to our staff this 
year. You may recall Sam spent Term 3 and 4 at Guardian Angels Primary 
School, Wynnum in a learning support teacher role and Mike had Term 4 off due 
to quite a severe injury. It’s great to have Sam and Mike back on staff this year.  
  
You may have noticed a number of improvements completed at the school over 
the holidays. These include upgrades to the Year 2 rooms, laying of new turf on 
the pool oval and the construction of a new bridge on the Prep play area. We 
have also had a number of upgrades to our IT software and hardware – most of 
which you can’t see, but we will all certainly reap the rewards of. Please feel free 
to check these improvements out as we continue to upgrade our facilities. I also 
acknowledge our amazing Groundsman, Mr Larry Bromley, who has worked 
tirelessly in getting the school and grounds neat and tidy for the start of the school 
year.  
 

In the same vein, it is with great excitement that I am now able to share that we 
have received official notification for our application to the Block Grant Authority 
(BGA – a State Government agency) for funding towards the construction of four 
additional classrooms. This government funding, which covers a percentage of 
total costs, will allow construction of the new classrooms to begin in Term 3, with 
them being ready to move into at the beginning of 2019. Knowing that space is 
tight and numbers are growing, this is an incredible opportunity in future-proofing 
our school. Planning is well underway, and I hope to be able to share plans in 
upcoming newsletters.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Liturgy 

Friday 2 February 
 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday 14 February 
 

School Sponsored Mass 

Sunday 4 March 
 

P&F Welcome BBQ 

Sunday 11 February 
 

2018 Term dates 

Term 1: 23 January – 29 March 

Term 2: 17 April – 29 June 

Term 3: 16 July – 21 September 

Term 4: 8 October – 7 December 

 

 

 

Term 1 Week 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Parent Information Evening 

Wednesday 31 January 
 

7pm welcome at St Oliver 

Plunkett Church 

Followed by information 

sessions in classrooms 

Session 1: 7.30 – 7.55pm 

Session 2: 800 – 8.25pm 
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In each of the classrooms at the start of the school year, and mentioned at our assembly yesterday, was the 
sharing of our new whole school rules. We have compacted our 5 old school rules into 3 easy to understand 
school rules. “Be Respectful, Be Responsible and Be Safe” are our new school rules and these will be 
consistently used across all contexts in the school – classroom, playground, transitions etc. We will officially 
launch these with the kids at next week’s assembly, but I acknowledge the great work of Sally Hyde and the 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) team for setting us up for success in this area. Any chance you get 
to discuss these expectations at home would be appreciated.   
  
Our ‘big rock’ focus for this year as a school is to develop the next stage of our strategic planning. There is a 
new planning tool for all Brisbane Catholic Education schools creatively titled the School Improvement Tool. 
Staff have spent time familiarising ourselves with the tool at our start of year PD Days and we are excited 
about the opportunities this provides us as a community. To kick off this project, we will be undergoing a 3-
day review of our current school set-up with external and internal consultants visiting us in Week 5. In addition 
to speaking with the school leadership team, teachers, school officers, office and grounds staff and the 
students, there will also be an opportunity to parents to feedback their opinions of how we are going as a 
school. I hope to be able share details of how this will work in the coming weeks. It’s an exciting time to be a 
part of our community, and the information gathered in this review will be able to be fed straight into the next 
stage of our strategic planning.   
  
Please take careful note of dates shared in the newsletter. The first big event for us this year is our Parent 
Information Night, to be held next Wednesday (31st Jan) evening, beginning at 7pm in the church. In 
addition to communication from class teachers, newsletters will continue to come out every fortnight, and 
events will be shared on the various forms of social media, but our main source of information will now be 
the Parent Portal. Please ensure you’re able to log in and access all the information contained in there. If 
not, please get in touch with the ladies in the office for assistance.  
  
And finally, I would like to put a call out for potential new Pastoral School Board members. At the end of 
last year, two of our members departed our community, so we have two vacancies. The Board meets six 
times during the year, generally on the 3rd Thursday evening of the month, with a focus on providing a 
sounding board for the School Leadership Team with regards to developing the ‘big picture’ i.e. strategic 
planning, master planning and policy development. With the updating of school policies completed at the end 
of last year, our focus for 2018 turns to strategic planning and master planning. To that end, and looking to 
round out our skill set on the board, I would like to invite expressions of interest from parents in the fields of 
architecture, interior design or construction to add value to the board. Although we are well supported from 
BCE in this area, it is always great to have a fresh set of eyes to look at the way we do things. If you are 
interested, please make contact through the ladies in the office and we can talk through opportunities. I thank 
continuing members of the board, including our Chairman Mr Owen Luttrell, for their very generous time 
and expertise.         
  
Ok, enough for me – it’s only Week 1!!! I sincerely wish you all the best for a wonderful year, we hope you’re 
as excited as we are :-) 
  
Cheers, Paul  

From the APA 
Welcome back to another fabulous year at Ollie’s. There is nothing better than hearing stories of student 

excitement on the first day of school. Children who are out of bed and ready in school uniforms by 5am, 

children who have been wearing their uniforms around the house since Christmas…just to name two! We 

have also had some very excited teachers as well who have been up at school since New Years, organising 

their classrooms and planning for all their new classes for 2018. 

 

Our staff had a fabulous week of Professional Development during Student Free Days, enhancing their 

knowledge and understanding of student learning, strategic school planning, behaviour management and 

religious education. This culminated with a beautiful staff liturgy that gave us the opportunity to give thanks  
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for another year as a staff, and to also welcome many new staff members, who will be working with our 

students over the next year.  

 

We look forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 31st January, at the 2018 Parent Information Evening, 

where we will have the opportunity to share with you all our school’s learning goals for 2018, specifically the 

literacy focus that all classrooms will be having. You will also have the opportunity to meet your child’s 

classroom teacher, and develop an understanding of specific learning and daily routine. 

 

Attached to this week’s newsletter email are important documents relating to Student Protection and the 

Parent Portal. All parents are required to read these documents to ensure they are able to volunteer in the 

school as well as access information on the Parent Portal.  

 

We look forward to a fantastic year for all of our dynamic learners, and look forward to working with you all, 

in this welcoming school community. 

 

Have a great week, 

 

Kate 

From the APRE 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the new school year for 2018!  It was wonderful to see the 

buzz of excitement and big smiles this week as children eagerly walked into their new classrooms and met 

their new Teachers and classmates for 2018.   We especially welcome all our new staff, students and families 

who are joining us for the first time this year!   

 

All Catholic schools are grounded in the teachings of Christ and service to the community. Catholic schools 

offer a curriculum, which enhances the spiritual, aesthetic, social, emotional, intellectual, physical, moral and 

cultural development of each student.   

 

To be Catholic is to centre ourselves on the person of Jesus, to walk in his footsteps and to be people who 

make the world better through the living of the values Jesus embodied.  

 

The Religious dimension of a Catholic school is multi-faceted and this year will see many events and 

opportunities for you and your family to join with us in marking the rich Catholic identity that makes St Oliver 

Plunkett the dynamic school that it is.  

 

Whole School Assemblies 

Yesterday we gathered together as a whole school community for assembly in the school quadrangle.  Every 

Wednesday afternoon we look forward to gathering together for prayer.  At these assemblies we also look 

forward to celebrating the achievements of children across all year levels and acknowledging the special 

birthdays for each week.  Parents/Carers, grandparents and friends are always very welcome at our 

assemblies.  Please see the below timetable of classes leading prayer at assembly this term.  Please also 

be aware that some assembly start times are 2.00pm.   

 

WEEK DATE TIME CLASS 

1 Wednesday 24th January 2.10pm Welcome back! 

2 Wednesday 31st January 2.10pm 1A  
(Launch new School 
Behaviour 
Expectations) 
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3 Wednesday 7th February  2.00pm Presentation of Year 6 

Leadership 

badges/shirts 

4 Wednesday 14th February No Assembly  

5 Wednesday 21st February 2.10pm 6A 

(Project Compassion) 

6 Wednesday 28th February 2.10pm Admin Assembly 

7 Wednesday 7th March 2.10pm 6B 

8 Wednesday 14th March 2.10pm Admin Assembly 

9 Wednesday 21st March 2.00pm Skills and Talents 

10 Wednesday 28th March 2.10pm Holy Week Reflection 

 

Whole School Masses / Liturgies 

Throughout the school year there will be many opportunities where we will gather together as a whole school 

community to celebrate special religious occasions.  Please see the below timetable outlining Liturgies / 

Masses this term.  We would love you to join with our children and the wider parish community on these 

occasions.  

WEEK DATE TIME CLASS 

2 Friday 2nd February  9.00am Welcome Liturgy  
 (Church) 

4 Wednesday 14th February 9.00am Ash Wednesday 
Liturgy 
(Church) 

6 Sunday 4th March  9.30am School Sponsored 
Mass 
(Church) 

 

Class / Parish Mass every Friday 

Every Friday we look forward to classes joining with the Parish for Mass in St Oliver Plunkett Church at 9am.  

Please see below the dates that classes will be joining with the Parish for Mass this term.   

We would love you to join with our children and the wider parish community on these occasions.  

WEEK 
 

DATE CLASSES 

1 Friday 26th January NO CLASS MASS 
(Australia Day) 

2 Friday 2nd February Welcome Liturgy 
(Whole School) 

3 Friday 9th February 4B / 3C 

4 Friday 16th February 4C / 5A 

5 Friday 23rd February 4A / 3B 

6 Friday 2nd March 5B / 3A 

7 Friday 9th March 5A / 4C 

8 Friday 16th March 6A / 4B 

9 Friday 23rd March 6B / 4A 

10 Friday 30th March NO CLASS MASS 
(Good Friday) 

 

On Monday 12th February our Year 6 student leaders this year will look forward to participating in a retreat 

day facilitated by David Jorna and his team ‘Project Hatch’. 

 

Once again, I am very proud to join a highly devoted and talented group of educators and support staff and I 
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look forward to working closely with the teachers, students, and parents of the St Oliver Plunkett community 

throughout the year.   

 

Every blessing for the new year. 

Sally Hyde 

From the PLL 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Firstly, may I extend a very warm welcome to all our families who are returning to our wonderful school 
community this year. For the new families that have joined us at St Ollie’s, we pride ourselves on being a 
place of welcome and hope that you have experienced this whole-heartedly during your first few days. It has 
been lovely to see so many smiling faces and hearing about the many holiday adventures/misadventures! 
Over the Christmas break, I was very fortunate to spend five weeks exploring Canada and the east coast of 
the United States of America. We had an absolute blast and there were certainly some highlights- Dog 
sledding in Lake Louise, celebrating Christmas and New Years in New York City and catching up with family 
and friends along the way!   
 
After a well-deserved, relaxing break our dedicated teaching and support staff are ready to go and excited 
about the opportunities we will provide to the students in our care this year. We will continue our great work 
in reading, that we engaged in during 2017, and begin broadening our focus to the reading/writing connection, 
especially in Years 3-6.   
 
Lastly, it is my hope that many books were read by parents and children alike over the holidays. On my many 
bus trips, I was also able to read ‘Wonder’ by R. J. Palacio and ‘Amazinger Face’ by Zoe Foster Blake. I am 
hoping the ‘Barefoot Investor’ by Scott Pape will arrive shortly on my doorstep!   

 
“There is no such thing as a child who hates to read; there are only children who have not found the right 

book.” (Frank Serafini) 

 
Which book will you read tonight?  

 

Angie  

Timetables 
Please find below information around Swimming Lessons, and PE Lesson days. 
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Please ensure that your child has all of their swimming gear named and ready for lessons. Students who do 

not have a swimming cap or sunshirt will not be able to swim. Students are required to wear the School 

Sports Uniform on Swimming Lesson Days. 

 

All students are required to wear their Sports Uniform on PE Lesson days. 

Office Hours 
The School office is open from 8.00am to 3.30pm. Please ensure children are collected by 3.30pm daily.  

All parents who are visiting the school (between 9.00am and 2.45pm) are required to sign and out in the 

school office. Please contact the school office if you have any questions regarding this.  

P & F News 
The St Oliver Plunkett Parents & Friends Association welcomes all our students, their families and staff to 

school in 2018. We hope you all have a great year. 

 

WELCOME BBQ: The P&F Committee will host a BBQ to welcome all new and returning families to the 2018 

school year on Sunday, 11 February at 3-5pm. Sausage sizzle, drinks and bar facilities will be available for 

purchase. This is a great opportunity to catch up with old friends and meet new people!  Helpers needed: If 

anyone can assist with set-up from approximately 2pm or during the BBQ to serve drinks/food, please 

email stolliespandf@gmail.com by COB Thursday 8 Feb.  

 

WE'RE ON FACEBOOK:  "Like" us and stay in touch with our news and upcoming events 

- https://www.facebook.com/StOlliesPandF/ 

 

School business directory launching soon - If you own/manage/work in a local business and would like 

to be part of a St Ollie's Business Directory, we'd love to hear from you!  If you would like to participate contact 

Melanie Clout (melanie_clout@travel-associates.com.au). We plan to launch the directory very soon.  

 

All parents of St Ollie's students are automatically part of the P&F Association and are invited to attend our 

monthly meetings - held on the first Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the staff room. Please come along and 

see what we're all about! 

 

Our first meeting of the year will be Tuesday, 6 February at 7pm in the staff room. 

 

Your 2018 P&F Committee: 

President: Glen Hipwood; Vice-President, Kate Bailey; Treasurer, Neil Davidson; Secretary, Andrea 

Dolling; Social convenors: Krystyna Kopanski and Annie Newcomb; Exec Members, Mackenzie Shulz and 

Steven McInerrney. 

 

The P&F can be contacted at stolliespandf@gmail.com for any enquiries during the school year. 

Tuckshop 
Tuckshop will resume next week on Monday and Thursday. Tuckshop menus are available on the school 
website www.stoliverplunkett.qld.edu.au. All tuckshop orders are through FlexiSchools. To set up an account 

mailto:stolliespandf@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/StOlliesPandF/
mailto:melanie_clout@travel-associates.com.au
mailto:stolliespandf@gmail.com
http://www.stoliverplunkett.qld.edu.au/


 

7 
 

go to flexischools.com.au and follow the directions. Registration is easy! For parents who already have an 
account please remember to change your child’s/children’s year level and class! 

If there are any parents who would like to help at tuckshop, please leave your contact details at the office. 

MUFFIN OF THE WEEK Triple chocolate 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE begins Tuesday 30 January for second break. Sausage, bread and sauce is $2.00. 
Payment can be sent to the class teacher. 

Sports News 
I would like to introduce myself to the St Ollie’s community, my name is Miss Lisa Dighton and I am delighted 

to be the new Physical Education Teacher. I look forward to providing many opportunities for the students to 

grow in both skill and confidence. I am passionate about health and active living and strive to promote this 

through participation in a wide range of sports and physical activities. In my spare time I love to run, surf, play 

netball and snowboard.  

  
Should you have any questions regarding sport or physical education, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
  
ldighton@bne.catholic.edu.au  
  
10- 12 Years District Sport Trials – Term 1 2018 
 The following district sport trials will be held during Term 1. If your child would like to participate in the trial, 
please use the sign on link below. Once you have signed on, the relevant nomination forms will be distributed 
closer to the date of the trial. Sign on for swimming will close on Monday 29th January.  
  
Term 1 Trials  

 Swimming  
Please note: To be eligible to trial, students must have achieved the qualifying times or better in 
a recent swim meet. These will need to be submitted to the school using the online form below.  

 Boys Basketball 
 Netball 
 Girls Basketball 
 Boys Rugby League 
 Boys AFL 
 Soccer 
 Boys Softball  
 Girls Hockey  

  
Please use this link to sign on for the above sports. Sign on will close (except swimming) on Monday 12th 
February.  
  

District Sport Trials Term 1 Sign On 
 

Water Polo 

Water Polo lessons and training will commence again before school in Term 1 and Term 4 on Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings. This Term Water Polo will begin on Tuesday 30 January.  Gates open at 7.55am with 

starting whistle at 8.00am sharp. (Students will finish in time for class.) ** No experience necessary and all 

swimming abilities are catered for** 

 

There is no cost associated! Water Polo players from 2017, please bring your cap if you haven’t already 

returned it.  

 

See Mr Maguire for further information.  

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9yCGN0qqrECQKi75E9jtaXRsJVSDSnpJvxbQlJrooadUMlFNTVVQMERGQUtNR1dDWVBUWEhBSkpLTC4u
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Learning Enrichment Activities Program 
**  National Champions  ** 
 
And the winner is … St Oliver Plunkett School – Team ‘Virtual Librarian’ 
 
On the 2nd of December 2017, our amazing Young ICT Explorers 5-6 Team 
travelled to Sydney to present their submission at the national finals. ‘Virtual 
Librarian’ showcasing the use of voice integration to help children find books in 
the library database, again impressed many ICT Professionals and YICTE judges  
 
Congratulations Zoe, Cara, Thomas & Xavier on claiming National honours … 
Australia’s future leaders in technology are truly a remarkable bunch! 
 
Brisbane City Council ‘My Place’ Postcard Competition 
In October and November Brisbane City Council invited primary school students all over Brisbane to share 
their favourite places, as part of celebrating what is most loved about Brisbane and helping shape our city's 
future. 
 
Students were asked to do a sketch, add a photo or write a story 
about their favourite place. 
Around 2000 entries from students all over Brisbane were 
received. Congratulations goes to Assisi Cooper and Jaylah 
Newcomb for winning the competition. 
 
Thank you to all those students who entered.  
 

 

Library News 
Scholastic Book Club  
St Oliver Plunkett School participates in the Scholastic Book Clubs once a term. This year we will be using 
the new LOOP (Linked Online Ordering and Payment) system. All orders will be processed online via the link 
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP or by downloading the LOOP Apple or Android app. Detailed instructions are 
now available on the Parent Portal. Please note the school will no longer be accepting cash orders. Please 
do not send any orders to school.  
 
Term 1 Book Club catalogues will be sent home early next week.  
 

Di Wilson  

Class Coordinator 
Are you wondering how can I help out as a parent this year? 

Well please consider being a Class Coordinator 

Class Coordinators: 

- Provide a point of liaison between parents in a class, and a link with the P&F. 

- Help build parent support for school activities. 
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- Foster a sense of belonging for parents and children through social gatherings. 

If you are interested please contact your class teacher or Melissa White mnolan@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Community News 
Let’s Talk Kids Speech and Drama, Prep – Year 6 

After such an exciting year with our show Patchwork we are now consolidating on all of 

our Speech and Drama skills in 2018 and are now working towards group performances 

for Exams and Eisteddfods. 

 

If your child loves performing and would love to have their skills cultivated please make 

sure you enrol.  If your child lacks confidence and needs to develop their performing art skills this is also a 

great course to develop self-esteem and confidence.  A mixture of students of various abilities attend these 

classes.   Qualified experienced performing art teachers take the classes every Tuesday afternoon in the 

Parish Centre.  Please go online to enrol and look further at the curriculum.  www.ltkspeechanddrama.com.au 

or call the office of LTK 38215755.  Prep students are collected directly from their classroom. 

 

 

 

mailto:mnolan@bne.catholic.edu.au
http://www.ltkspeechanddrama.com.au/
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